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Status 

1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 20 May 2005 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 



Claim Objections 



Claims 4-8 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as being in improper form 
because they are not in the alternative to more than one preceding independent or 
dependent claim . See MPEP § 608.01 (n). Accordingly, claims 4-8 have not been 
further treated on the merits. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Honda et al (US Patent No. 6,774,566) in view of Takahashi et al (US Patent No. 



6,479,950). 
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Regarding Claim 1: 
Honda teaches: 

Ceramic (Col.3, line 47) gas tight (abstract, Iine14 (sealed) high-pressure (Col. 3 
line 46) burner (Col.3, line 46 (lamp)) comprising an ionizable filling (Col 1 1 , lines 39-41 
teaches a rare-gas in combination with a metal halide (ionizable filling)), characterized 
in, 

that said ceramic gas tight high-pressure burner comprises a discharge vessel (Fig.4 
(1a), Col. 19, lines 28-29 (swollen portion) 
having a discharge cavity (Fig.4 (1a1), Col. 19 , line 16) 

with a volume in the range of 3 mm 3 to 30 mm 3 , (Col. 8, lines 53-55 teaches a volume 
of .01 cc = 10mm 3 ) 
Honda fails to teach: 

whereby the internal filling pressure of the discharge cavity (3) is > O. 1 MPa, 
preferably in the range from 0.5 MPa to 4 MPa, at room temperature. 
Takahashi teaches: Col. 10, lines 28-30 filling a metal halide lamp with Xenon at a 
pressure of 1 .4 Mpa at room temperature. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to apply the teachings of 
Takahashi to Honda and provide such a fill pressure because metal halide lamps 
operate more efficiently under high fill pressure. 
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Regarding Claim 2: 
Honda teaches: 

Characterized in, 

that the crevice (Fig.4 (gap G), Col. 20, line 13) can be tubular-shaped (Fig.4 shows a 
tubular shape. Col. 3, line 57 says that it is cylindrical) . 

Regarding Claim 3: 
Honda teaches: 

Characterized in, 

that the ceramic gas tight high-pressure burner arranges at least one 

end closure device (Fig.4 (4), Col. 19, line 58 (seal)) comprising 

at least one connection means (4) gas tight (4 is a seal) connecting the feed-through 

(Fig.4 (3), Col. 19, line 55 (lead conductor) 
to the discharge vessel (1 ); or (Fig.4 shows the end closure (4) connecting the lead 

through (3) to the discharge vessel (1 ) and sealing the entrance.) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Hendricx et 
al (US Patent no. 6,404,129). 

Regarding Claim 9: 

Hendricx teaches: (Col.1, lines 55-57 using this lamp in an auto headlamp). Also, Col.1, 
lines 4-7 teaches that the discharge vessel is ceramic and is gas tight (holds Xenon) 

Whereby the lamp is preferably arranged in an automotive headlamp unit. 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

ClaimlO is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by Honda et al 
(US Patent No. 6,774,566). 

Regarding Claim 10: 
Honda teaches: 

Method of manufacturing a ceramic (col.3, lines 47) gas tight (abstract, line 14 
(sealed)) high-pressure (col.3, line 46) burner (col.3, line 46 (lamp)) 
comprising: 

a) at least one end closure device (Fig. 4, (4)), 

b) at least two feed-through members (3) (Fig. 4 shows a feed through (3) in 
each end of the vessel (1), and 
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c) at least one discharge vessel (1) with at least one end opening (see Fig.4), 
whereby the manufacturing method comprises the steps: 

filling said discharge vessel with an ionisable filling (Col.11, lines 39-41) through 
at least one opening, and 

closing said opening (using seal (4)) by arranging a feed-through (3) in said 
opening followed by gas tight connecting said feed-through (3) (via seal 4) to the 
end closure device (4 is the end closure device) and / or to the discharge vessel 

(1), whereby a gas 

tight (sealed) high-pressure burner (lamp) is obtained. 

(Fig.4 shows using seal (4) to connect feed through (3) to discharge vessel (1) 

and sealing the opening. Obviously, if the device is contain a high pressure gas, it must 

be gas tight) 

Conclusion 

The following references were not used in the prosecution of this application but 
are pertinent to the invention as disclosed: Pabst et al (US Patent No. 5,075,587); Hing 
(US Patent No. 4,155,757) and Uemura et al (US Patent No. 6,495,962) 

Examiner's note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in the 
references as applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings of the art and are 
applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures 
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may apply as well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant in preparing 
responses, to fully consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part 
of the claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art 
or disclosed by the examiner. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DONALD L. RALEIGH whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3407. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:30AM to 
5:00PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kimberly Nguyen can be reached on 571-272-2402. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



DLR 
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